
 

Memo 
 
To: Al Bayme, John Davis, David Kimbrough 

 

From:   Jenniffer Bakke 
 

CC: Jerry Anderson, Robert Bass 
 

Date: August 19, 2016 
 

Re: Walker Tract – Hoskins Valley property NW Oregon 
 
 
 
 
This memo provides a high-level biological assessment of known and potential wildlife 

constraints on timber stands managed by Hancock Forest Management (HFM) in the vicinity of 

section 6, T06N R06W in northwest Oregon.  The stand in this field assessment is HV00001 

and is referred to as the Walker Tract.  Our summary is based on electronic database queries and 

an on-site habitat assessment.  We reviewed both internal land manager files and external State 

managed databases.  

 

Our investigation revealed that this tract once contained a Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) pair 

through 1996.  The site had been surveyed since 1992.  In 1997, the female owl was found 

dead and the male was found about 10 miles away at a different activity center.  The current 

Oregon Department of Forestry database considers this site “an abandoned resource site”, 

indicating there are no current constraints to forest practices relating to NSO occupancy.  

 

Our investigation also revealed historic use of this site by Marbled Murrelets (MAMU).  HFM 

has access to surveys conducted from 2000-2004 by a former landowner, Boise Cascade.  

Based on the survey results in 2000, Boise Cascade determined that the stand was occupied by 

MAMU.  Surveys have not been conducted on this tract since 2004. 



A field evaluation of habitat conditions relating to potential MAMU use was conducted on May 

4, 2015 by Jenniffer Bakke, HFM Wildlife Biologist.  The timber stand was evaluated for 

habitat elements found within the Critical Habitat designation by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (Federal Register, Vol. 60, No. 102, 1996. Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 

Plants; Final Designation of Critical Habitat for the Marbled Murrelet. Final Rule).  A 

significant habitat element necessary for MAMU nesting is the presence of trees larger than 31 

inches in diameter with nesting platforms.  The current survey protocol guidelines for 

identifying potential nesting platforms as written by the Pacific Seabird Group identifies 

nesting platforms to be at least 7 inches in diameter including associated moss.  Therefore, 

during the field assessment of the above listed timber stand, the focus was in identifying groups 

of trees within this stand that had diameters greater than 31 inches with potential nesting 

platforms at least 7 inches in diameter including associated moss. 
 

Assessment results indicate that the timber stand HV00001 does contain trees over 31 inches in 

diameter and bearing multiple platforms per tree meeting the federal habitat definitions for 

MAMU habitat.  Our investigation concluded that most of the potential habitat is clumped in 

two areas located in the eastern portion of the stand, with one being immediately adjacent to 

the creek that flows north – south and the other being uphill from the creek in the relative 

middle of the overall tract.  These two habitat areas are only somewhat contiguous as forest 

openings, an old road grade and groups of younger, smaller trees separate them. 
 

An inquiry to Oregon Department of Forestry revealed no known constraints related to 

other NSO/MAMU, or Bald Eagle, Osprey, and Band-tailed Pigeon within 2 miles of this 

tract.  

 


